
Partnership Development (PD) is designed to empower our members to meaningfully and effectively build a partnership 
team who will pray for and fund their Wycliffe ministry work. You may have some questions about what this means and 
how it works. Let’s look at some frequently asked questions.

WHO DOES PARTNERSHIP DEVELOPMENT? 
Almost all of our 3,000+ staff members in every part of our organization (even the President of Wycliffe) is a “supported 
staff” member — they develop a partnership team in order to provide prayer covering and finances necessary for their 
Wycliffe ministry. You could say that we are all “missionaries” in that sense, even if we don’t work overseas. We follow in 
the footsteps of those who lived like the Levites, depending on others in the household of God to contribute to Wycliffe 
so that we can be fully devoted to the ministry God has called us to.
 
HOW IS YOUR SALARY DETERMINED? 
Wycliffe uses and approves a ministry budget for its members. This budget reflects the amount needed to fund each ministry. 
Wycliffe requires its members who have financial need to develop financial partnerships with individuals and churches to 
fund tax-exempt purpose and to meet the full ministry budgets of their members. The partners give to Wycliffe in preference 
for the Wycliffe ministry of a particular missionary or missionaries. 

The amount Wycliffe distributes to each ministry in a given month may fluctuate since Wycliffe member compensation is 
paid from receipted funds each month.
 
Once our monthly ministry budget is determined, we embark on our first assignment of building a partnership team to 
help us meet our monthly budgetary needs. Wycliffe provides personal “Partnership Development” coaches dedicated to 
helping each person reach their goals.

Take a look at some of the benefits that come from building an amazing team of partners:
 
» You build relationships — The partnership development process is intentionally highly relational. The relationships that 
are built during this time are a blessing for you, your partners, Wycliffe and the Bibleless communities around the world.
 
» You are equipped, encouraged and commissioned — Your partners serve you by praying, giving, advocating, providing 
wise counsel and accountability, and encouraging you in your Wycliffe ministry. This helps Wycliffe accomplish its vision 
of seeing God’s Word accessible to all people in a language that speaks to their heart. Your church may even commission 
you and send you out as a missionary.
 
» You serve your partners — You have the privilege of serving your partners by praying for them and by engaging, inspiring, 
educating and inviting them to be part of Wycliffe’s work. Your Wycliffe ministry gives your partners the opportunity to 
make a valuable contribution to Bible translation and to better understand the impact God’s Word is having on people all 
around the world.
 
» You become an advocate — As you engage in PD activities, you have the opportunity to advocate for the Bibleless peoples 
of the world to the U.S. Christian public.
 
» You help recruit new partners — As you communicate your story, as well as Wycliffe’s vision and mission to the Christian 
public, you help recruit new workers and prayer partners.

While building your partnership team, you’ll likely come face to face with the reality that you can’t do this on your own — it 
truly can only be done through the power and faithfulness of our loving Father. God provides all that we have and all that 
we need. When you serve as a missionary, you’ll see his provision in different ways. There are tens of thousands of people 
partnering together — serving, praying or giving financially — to help every people group have the Bible in the language they 
understand best. It’s a job that can’t be done by just a few; it requires a team of people working together for God’s glory. 
As you take this step of faith, you will be able to see for yourself, in a whole new way, what it means when the Scriptures 
say, “For we live by believing and not by seeing” (2 Corinthians 5:7, NLT).

For additional resources on how to build a team of prayer and financial partners, click here.
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